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garded as a subtle form of bribe, luring those who
loved luxury rather than liberty to sell their birthright
for a pot of Oriental brew. The temptation, however,
to the weaker brethren, and still more to their wives
and daughters, was potent. Hence, when in 1773 the
East Indiamcn entered Boston Harbour laden with the
controversial leaf, the stalwarts, disguised as Red
Indians, boarded the tea-ships and mingled their
contents with the briny deep.

This outrage caused the monarch and his Minister
to resolve to abandon efforts at compromise and con-
ciliation and resort to stern repression. In 1774 they
passed through a complacent Parliament, and with the
approval of a very angry people, the four " Intolerable
Acts," which (i) closed the port of Boston, transferring
its business to the rival port of Salem; (2) annulled the
constitution of the colony of Massachusetts; (3) estab-
lished martial law under the British General Gage; and
(4) transferred the trial of certain cases from the
colonial courts to those of England. After this the out-
break of armed conflict was merely a matter of brief
time, and, accordingly, at Lexington in April, 1775,
the first shots were exchanged,

This is no place to tell, even in outline, the familiar
story of the War of American Independence. Suffice it
to say that the gross mismanagement of the British
Government on the one hand, and the stern resolution
of the colonists, coupled with the brilliant generalship
of Washington, on the other hand, so gravely shook
the prestige of Britain that France (1778), Spain (1779),
and Holland (1780) a]} determined to seize the occasion,
and to destroy once for all the British sea-power and
Empire. These avowed enemies, moreover, were re-
eaforced by a so-called Armed Neutrality (consisting
ol Russia, Denmark, and Sweden) which threatened to
join the host of Britain's foes unless Britain surren-
dered her rights of search and modified her methods
of blockade (1780).

The year 1780, indeed, marks the nadir of the for-